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(39 REVIEW OF OUR PRESENT SITUATION. 
3 Addreſſed to the plain Senſe of Iriſl.men of all —— 


IN OPPOSITION TO THE CROAKINGS OF 
DISCONTENTED MEN. 


BY A MODERATE OBSERVER. 


bo BL Nec lex eſt æquior ulla 
| Quam necis artifices arte perire ſua, 


| Enſlav'd by faction, many have I ſeen 
7 Courting Reform as their earthly Queen. 
e Longing with pious zeal, to ſee the day 
5 When ſocial ties and Kings ſhall quite decay: 
„ | When Civil War ſhall arm each miſcreant's hand, 
Wy . And fierce Rebellion deſolate the land. 
5 a Inflate with arrogance, and high in pride, 


1 Theſe talk, Reform—while Diſcord is their guide. 
F573 Let ſuch look. back to France—for there, they know, 
9 Arm'd Equality ſpares not friend or foe. 
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SHORT DEFENCE, Ge. 


AT this criſis of the political, as well as 
military campaign, when ſplenetic diſcon- 
tented men are buſy in ſpreading gloomy 
apprehenſions abroad, and aiming to prove 


us in a worſe condition than we really are, 


I beg leave to claim the public attention to 


a few plain obſervations. I own myſelf un- 
equal to the taſk I have undertaken, but I 


truſt every good man will commend the in- 
tention, whatever he may think of the exe- 
cution. In time of danger, none ſhould re- 


fuſe the aid of their labours for the public 


good, and perhaps from the imperfe& ſketch 


I ofter, ſome more able pen may be induced 


to enter upon a work better adapted to the 
dignity of the ſubject. However haſtily pen- 


ned; I ſtill hope that every reader will find 
ſomewhat of information worth the trouble 


of peruſal—there is none of ſo little import- . 
ance in life, but that he may contribute a 


ſhare to the advantage of the ſociety he lives 


in; and as long as faction will be privately 
at work to miſrepreſent and miſlead, it 1s 
os | every 


4 


every man's duty to endeavour to detect their 
ſchemes, to undeceive the public, and lead 
them into the ways of truth. 6 

In the following pages, I truſt I have ſe- 
lected ſuch obſervations as will ſerve to quiet 
the apprehenſions of the timid, as well as to 
damp the haughty inſolence of thoſe, who 
from a miſtated conſideration of events, may 
be miſled into an opinion of our weakneſs or 
incapacity, not only to. meet another cam- 
paign, but alſo to ſubdue the foe. As to the 
ſums neceſſary to carry on a Juſt and neceſſa- 
ry warfare, I am confident in the wiſdom of 
the Legiſlature, that they will be raiſed with 
very little additional burden to the bulk of 
the people, while the luxuries of life, in which 
the poorer claſſes have no concern, offer am- 
ple ways and means to our experienced ſtateſ- 


men. The moſt jaundiced 6 Saly will allow 


that as the railing the ſupplies is of the moſt 
neceſſary concern, ſo will it be the chief care 
of Miniſters to 7ax only where it may be moſt 
eaſily borne. To thoſe. envious ſpirits who 
would inſinuate that all our proſperity and 


extenſive commerce is but a tinſel glare, a 


falſe luſtre; who with malignant grin, tell 
us of our great debt and decreaſe of credit, 


I will reply that the ſtrength and power of 
Britain was never greater; that early in the - 


ſpring we ſhall have fleets of men of war and 
troops acting in every quarter of the globe, 
ſuperior to all other nations; and that the 
advantages of colonial acquiſitions will large- 


ly 


* 


ly outbalance all our expenditures by ſea and 


land. To obviate the malevolent reflection 


that © the latter part of the year has been 


attended with many calamities,” I haveſhewn 
how ſafe our trade has gone on in every quar- 
ter: I have proved that the extraordinary 
charge of equipping ſo many ſhips of war 


has been made up by the ſecurity of our 


commerce, and by the ruin of the trade of 
our rival in naval power, the French—by 


which meaſures, we ſhall hold compleat do- 


minion of the ocean, extend our trade every 


where, and lay the foundation of à vaſt fu- 
ture profit. I have endeavoured to point out, 
that though late events have been unfavour- 


able, we have almoſt in all our wars with 
France ſuſtained heavy loſſes for the firſt and 


even ſecond year—our trade was at thoſe 
. periods in a great meaſure a prey to the ene- 


my, and the capture of merchandize only 


amounted to many millions—yet under theſe 


diſadvantages of commerce, ſuperadded to 


the failure of many important expeditions, 
the ſpirit of the nation was not ſunk—new 


exertions, freſh expeditions reſtored the Bri- 
tiſh laurel, and the rouſed lion poured his 
thunders to the moſt diſtant ſhores, and re- 
duced France to the neceſſity of ſuing for 


peace at almoſt our own conditions. 


Though our loſſes and diſappointments at 
thoſe times were alarming, yet the ſubſequent 
glory and ſucceſs of our conduct diſſipated 
the momentary gloom, laid the foundations 


of 


„ 
of our proſperity, and removed any appre- 
henſion we might have had of a 2½%t from 
our ancient enemy. Our wars have been 
always carried on with greater vigour after 


diſcomfiture, and of neceſſity this very cir- 


cumſtance rendered our expences greater 
but the more frequent our diſcomfiture, aud 
the greater the expence has been, the more 
to be admired are the means of recovering 
our ſelves our eventual ſucceſs has always 
proved the extent of our reſources, the rich- 
neſs of our native products, our indefatigable 
induſtry and application to commerce and 
all together ſhews ſuch vigour of conſtitution 
that nothing can ever hurt us but ourfelves. 

Here I may be aſked to produce proofs of 
whart I have advanced. I will go no farther 
back to ſhew the truth of my aſſertion, than 
to the operations of 1756 and beginning of 
1757. The circumſtances and {ituation of 
our national concerns were during thoſe years 
reduced to a low ebb indeed. Our fleets, far 
from ſcouring the ſeas and annoying the 
enemy in their ports, had baſely fled before 
them ; the fortreſs of Mahon and iſland of 
Minorca were taken; our troops were defeat. 
ed in North America; and which ſide foever 
you looked upon our affairs, they bore a me- 
lancholy and diſtreſſed aſpect. The national 
reputation loſt, the honour of the navy baſely 
given up, with repeated calamities in Ame- 
rica, had extinguiſhed the ardour, damped 
the confidence of the country, and our natio- 
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null virtue and bravery ſeemed palfied—there 
was then hardly fpirit enough left, even to 
hope that matters might be recovered, ſuch 
was the dejection that reigned univerſally. 

At that criſis of misfortune, diſmay and 
defeat, the father of the preſent Premier 
(minortal Chatham) came into adminiſtra- 
tion. His firſt ſtep was the ſame which his 
immaculate ſon is now purſuing, viz. to in- 
fult the coaſt of France with a great arma- 
ment vchich alarmed the! whole: country, 
And employed an immenſe body of men in 


different parts ef the cbaſt, to watch | their 


motions, and be prepared bor the deſcent: 
This, though mot carried into execution, | 
made ſueh a diverſion as the French in other 
quarters felt ſeverely the effect of; as from 
that period, the rapidity of their ſucceſſes 
begin to receive the'firft check, by the effect 
of this powerful diverſion, and. by eauſing a 
recall ef f part of their armies in Germany to 
heir internal defence. Armament ſacceed- 
ed armament ; © expedition followed expedti- 
on; Affd in the Eft as in the Weſt Indies, 
in Afficd” and in America, our” "operations 
Were us gforieus Und" important as the com- 
fefcefnefit of the war had been unpromiſing 
-and deſtruct ive ople ſawy with plea- 
ſure a Sean uche in the Miniſter 
to Purſue 'whathe: Ener was right, with vi- 
gourland reſolution; cel was not regard- 
' 64% the bold appearance of our naval ſtrength 
Hong" the” enefny's coaſts, che ruin of _ 
3 e, 
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trade, our conqueſts in diſtant quarters gave 
new life and ſpirit to the nation, and baniſh- 
ed thoſe * which had grown out 
of paſt ill ſucceſſes. And here I will aſks, 
have we not the ſtrongeſt reaſon to truſt that 
the ſame wiſdom and energy, that animated 
the undertakings of the father, and raiſed the 
nation from deſpondency to victories, will 
crown with ſucceſs the prudent plans of ; 


Ves, from the partial check our arms —_ 
received, our able ſtateſman will. come for- 
ward with freſh energy and ſucceſs: the 
manly comprehenſive view he/ ever takes cf 
the true intereſts of Britain, has pointed. to 
him where the enemy's weakneſs lies; where 
he can act with effect, and where an impreſ- 
Hon can eaſieſt be made upon them 3 Where 
he may hazard leaſt and where the, pd 
muſt ſuffer moſt. - HOT 2 
Ves, I will aver that the * nbi Ba 
the ſteps of his illuſtrious father. Have we 


224 


not a confeſſed rer rden rat; ſea? Though 
prudence forbids our expofing the hame fleets 


to the dangers of winds and ſeas. at-this. tem- 
peſtuous ſeaſon, we. may che aſſured they will 
not be long inoperative. Have we nat.alrea- 
dy almoft Taal deſtroyeq or taken their, ſqua- 
drons ?). Have we not. inſulted. their coaſts, 
blocked up their harbours, {demoliſhed their 
commerce, and taken many f their -[ettle- 
ments? Do we not fee ſuch derangement 
and confufion in than internal government De 
uc 


| 


ſuch revolutions in their repreſentative body 
Auch ſuperſeding of minifters and generals 
—lſuch ſuſpicion of each other in councils as 
diſcover their terrors, even amidft the boaſts 
ed ſucceſs of the moment: 


Commons, Wha 
and condenut 7; 
that integrity an a 
men drop not only their oppoſition but their 
attachments —let go, not only their deſigns 
7 hüt their animoſities forget, not only their 
Prejudices but their intereſts? Have we not 
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Thus by looking to the wiſdom of our 


councils, the vigour of our operations, the 
integrity of our Premier, we have the ſtrong - 
. eſt grounds to hope a ſeries of victories in the 
courſe of the enſuing campaign. Surely we 
Cannot fear that the abilities, joined to expe- 
rience, which has enabled the Miniſter to 
provide for the good government, glory and 
proſperity of his country in the © piping times 


of peace,” will all at once deſert him in the - 


-proſecution of a war, which all virtuous and 


good men approve and confirm. | 
Have we not ſeen the firſt characters in 
the nation, hoſtile to his adminiſtration in 


other reſpec̃ts, confeſſing the neceſſity of the 
war, and coaleſcing with him inthe meaſures 
of national ſecurity and domeſtic quiet ?-— 


Have we not {een Members of the Oppoſition 


of the firſt oratory, forced by the irreſiſtible 
influence of his eloquence to applaud and 
ſupport, before oh departed the Houſe of 


1 


rhaps they came to oppoſe 
What muſt be the force of 


| 
& add reſs, that could make 


B ſeen 


428 3]: 


ſeen tongues, long in abits of arty, ut 
dumb by his Jong io by and a 3 ugg 
"the power of ſpeech, in order.to.give all th 
weight 'and'affiftince which a we of 55 
imminent neceſſity requires trom every te 
friend of his countr. = 
Tis not in England only; but alfa in Ire- 
land we happily find the firſt characters of 
the Oppoſition yielding to ſound redſon ad 
conviction, confeſfing the neceffity of the 
war, joini a. Th their talents, in uniſon with 
the LASET and eloquence which diſtin- 
guifh the embers of.  dfninifiratin; and 
All employed for the good of the county) — 
The very meafures of feverity, which a fata- 
Hty of circumſtances rendered neceffary, ate 
ſolely directed to the ſalvation and intereſt 
of the public weal; for where lenity and 
proſperity will not open the eyes and en gh- 
ten the underſtanding; where men leer ſo 
loſt, as rather to endanger the precious arid 
valuable privileges and commercial advanta- 
ges which an active Gquernment brings far- 
ward and eſtabliſhes in their behalf; N 
clubs of hot-headed individuals 0 ſo far, 
to wiſh our own national et o pro 15 
effectual, and the power r 175 nce to © ect * 
irreſiſtible.” Surely ſuch ale rejudlices, ſuch 
dangerous maxims, dem 0 not reprehenſon 
on 840. but the utmoſt chiſtillinent.. It is der- 
tainly lamentable in a moment of national 
emergency to behold men among us (vr 0 
haye k owled ge and ability in other. reſpects 
5 "commendathe) 


3 
| eomipendable) running after a phantom of 
popularity, 5 boaſting that for patriotiſm, 
which ſerves on (A to varniſh over deſigns not 
the moſt laudable, or as a ſpecious covering 
to ſelf:love and] rivate intereſt.” The ability 
ef ſuch men is ſo far from profitable, that it 
is rather a dangerous engine; and their know- 
lege is worſe than ignorance, becauſe badly 
Mm Livy has it : 


Optimis ingeniis male uſi—' 
Et facundi malo publico. 


Let us now turn our thoughia on the pre- 

ſent ſtate of things in our own country, and 
examine how the account ſtands with our- 
ſelves, without paſſion or party. 
„It is aſtoniſhing that, in a country like 
Ireland, whoſe conſtitution 1s faſt improving, 
where the powers of the ſtate are fo judici- 
ouſly diftributed ; where the King and his 
people are bound by the moſt endearing and 
reciprocal ties, faction ſhould dare to raiſe 
her head, and men look only to the few de- 
fects, while they obſtinately fhut their eyes 
on the numerous advantages of Government, 
Surely, while we ſee Parliament employed 
to countenance the hutbandman, to encourage 
the merchant, to decupy the mechanic, to 
promote trade, and to govern by excellent 
laws, we muſt pronounce the people happy 
and free, if they have-wiſdom ta enjoy peace. 
| ably their advantages. 

Such were the obſervati ions of a ſenſible 
foreigner not long ſince, at a public dinner in 

B 2 this , 
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this city. Let us weigh well the truth of 
what this intelligent obſerver advanced. It 
is not very long ſince we emerged from a 
kind of dependance into conſtitutional liber- 
ty. Manly conceſſion on the part of Great 
Britain, generous and grateful affection on 
the part of Ireland, have linked the nations 
together indiflolubly. From the completion 
of that maſter- piece of independence and con- 
nection, what progreſs have we not made in 
commerce and manufactures, in arts and 
ſciences? With goods of home manufacture 
we not only ſupply ourſelves, but export con- 
Kderable quantities; in a moment of difficul- 
ty ſeveral of our chief traders were on the 
point of failing; the Government, as ſoon as 
informed of the diſtreſs, came forward to 
ſupport them by large loans : a glorious ex- 
ample of beneficence, which ought to make 
_ an indelible impreſſion on the public mind. 
We ſee agriculture encouraged by bounties, 
and our lands daily improving in value as in 
produce ; we have abundant fiſheries along 
our coaſts, which by recent regulations and 
encouragement will become a ſource of natio- 
nal wealth and a nurſery of good ſeamen.— 
Nobody is ignorant of the rich mines of our 
country, which the conveyance of our canals 
will ſpeedily bring to market at eaſy rates. 
Have we not the whole of the advantageous 
trade of proviſions, for the land and fea ſer- 
vice; and are not theſe branches the: moſt 
important and lucrative to our ſouthern and 
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weſtern provinces? Need I mention the 
Grand Canal and others rapidly advancing, 
greatly to the advantage of commerce, and 
running through many fruitful counties and 
improving towns of the kingdom? Surely 
ſuch works, ſuch improvements do honour to 
the preſent Government, and ought to con- 
ſecrate their names to poſterity ? Surely ſuch 
rapid progreſs and proſperity within a ſhort 
lapſe of time cannot fail to make a deep im- 
preſſion on us all, if we are not blinded by 
prejudice and faction, and dead to our deareſt 
intereſts as men and chriſtians. 5 
Were to give my own private opinion 
of this nation,” added the foreigner above- 
mentioned, I ſhould count it at this period 
amongſt the moſt happy in Europe, if purged 
of a few malcontents: as I daily witneſs in 
the governors the moſt effectual meaſures for 
the happineſs of the governed, and the ad- 
vancement of national induſtry.” Is it not 
then ſingular, that we who inhabit this 
country, and thrive with, its thriving, are not 
ſenfible of our own comforts, but ſuffer an 
ungenerous yo a narrow way of thinking, 
and unprovoked diſcontents to ſully our gra- 
titude and obſcure the luſtre of our freedom? 
Is it neceſſary to enumerate further inſtances 
of our flontiſhing condition? Look to the 
magnificence of our public and private build- 
ings to the luxury of our tables and furniture 
to the coſtly equipages and horſes of our 
trading men. See them contending who 
5 | _ ſhall 
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ſhall adorn their houſes. in town and country 
with moſt finery ; who ſball entertain moſt 
ſumptuouſly and ſport moſt money at cards 
and dice.—I believe, if we conſider fairly, 
we ſhall find the means of doing all this flow 
to us from the advantages of our trade ang 
manufactures, through the influence of a 
mild protecting government: If we go a ſtep 
further and examine ourſelves, we ſhall find 
perhaps that this very proſperity and increaſ- 
ing wealth is the cauſe of our high-mettled 
politics, and 1ll-grounded croakings, _ - 

Here Iwill pauſe, and ſeriouſly. call on my 
countrymen, to reflect on the comparative 
bleſſings they enjoy; and not ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be miſled by groſs and unfounded 
ſlanders againſt their rulers. Far be it from 
me to rail or point at individual zealots, or 
to imitate the diſpoſition of fame porter, 
houſe enthuſiaſts, who by their diſcourſes and 
exclamations expoſe their abſurd zeal, repro, 


bating moderate principles, drinking confu: 


lion and damnation to eſtabliſhed governs 


ments, (a well known and frequent practice 


at certain houſes) exciting by their republican 
bigotry more of pity than of reſentment, .in 
the moderate obſerver of ſuch follies. Theſe 
proceedings may inflame vulgar. minds and 
raiſe up a ſpirit of turbulence : but the actors 
in ſuch ſcenes ſhould reflect, becauſe they 
know and have been taught better, that were 
violence and civil war to overwhelm. the land, 
while they think only to ſpite, injure, and 
1 overthrow 
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overthrow the conſtitution, they would infal- 
liply deſtroy themſelves—becauſe property, 
mot principle; is the leading motive of action 
with the rude multitude. The outrages of a 
mob, once let looſe upon a country; are not 
reſtrainable by conſideration of perſons, and 
generally recbil on the heads of the firſt pro- 
moters of diſcord. We may lament the ne- 
ceſſity of ſeverity in certain late inſtances, 
and feel for the fufferers: but if the ſpirit in 
which ſome men have ſpoken of the exiſting 
| ll on which they have been pleaſed. to 
-appreſſors « of | the people, provokes ſevere 
ions, they have none to blame but 
1 4 5 — offtheir own mouths we may 
judge modern reformers ; if virulent reflexions 
on the religion and. government of the coun- 
try were not calculated to inflame men's 
minds, it is difficult to ſay what was their 
tendene: for truth is not promoted by furi- 
aus. zeal or violence of any kind. 
The people of Ireland have honeſt plain 
underſtandings, and before they commit 
themſelves to any haſty, intemperate plans of 
reforms they will not fail to think on the ma- 
n LMS and ęnbrmitieß that muſt be ha- 
Laxdefl in the exchange - they find the eonſti- 
tution, as it — healthy Gp Oy 
Vg body 7 — icians to amen 
1 reſtore it,, Where impaired,; and they 
| L. applications of over 
ks, and with. each, AR eren, idf 
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neſs—ne ſtor ultra crepidum. It is high time 
for every one of us, who thrive by our induſtry 
and trade, and enjoy a peaceful firefide, and 
comfortable family, to make the caſe-of un- 
happy France our own ; and be thankful that 
the horrors have not been extended to our ha 
homes, which continue to deſolate and over- 
vrhelm that diſtracted country. One reflexion 
occurs here very forcibly; that the principal 
advocates for innovation ere (I had almoſt 
ſaid among ourſelves alſo) are involved in the 
confuſion and maſſacres, which evil men 
would have plunged us into, to accompliſh 
their deſigns. As the ſacred writings expreſs 
it, © their miſchief has returned upon their 
own head, and their violent dealing is come 
down upon their own pate.” 
I will here take occaſion to-addreſs a Fir 
lines to the Catholic people of this country : 
Iwill caution them to value rightly the bleſſ- 
ings of conſtitutional liberty, to place a gene- 
rous reliance on their Sovereign, and haſten 
to fupport his 8 and dignity with all 
their powers. If you, my countrymen, re- 
- £6 1 not my advice becauſe unknown to 
„ you, liſten at leaſt with attention to the 
« gentle heaven-Jeſcending- admonitions of 
your clergy.“ 
I be learned and pions prelates of: your Fer- 
ſuaſion have ſhewn a difpoſition, and example 
- worthy of Imitation; t ey hive openly and 
- ſtrongly expreſſed their abhorrence of all dil- 
obedience to the laws: they have palnted i in 
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proper colours the horrors which an aH ical 
Jaction have brought upon a neighbouring 
kingdom they have in the language of 
heart-felt gratitude, expreſſed to the beſt of 
Kings their earneſt zeal in ſupport of chriſtian 
ſubordination throughout their ſeveral diſ- 
tricts. Like true paſtors and guardians of 
the flock, they wiſh to-preſerve you'from the 
contagion of evil example, from the ſnares 
of wicked men, from ſcenes of tumult, which 
alas ! produced not long ſince ſuch bitter fruits 
in many diſtricts. They with to explain and 
impreſs on your minds, the extent and value 
of the benefits conferred by a wiſe legiſlature, 
and to inſpire you therefore with a reſpectful 
confidence in your Sovereign, and a due re- 
ſignation to the precepts of that divine re- 
deemer, © all whoſe ways are pleaſantneſs, 
all whoſe paths are peace.” — Vour biſhops, 
like kind protectors, warn you (if any have 
been guilty of indiſcretion, by ſuffering them- 
ſelves to be ſeduced into an 1atercourſe with 
diſaffection) to ſpurn the dangerous intimacy 
of turbulent ſpirits, and cling to the friends 
of the conftitution. They counſel you, by 
their dignified and loyal addreſs, to reflexion 
and virtue, becauſe their deſire is to ſnatch 
you from 'the tyranny of evil counſellors, by 
opening to your view the ſolid and tranquil 
benefits of legal government. 
Warned by good counſel; elevated by that 
freedom, which diſtrffuiſhes. the happineſs 
| of Iriſhmen from all the other ſubjetts in the 
8, world, 


BY 


world, ſurely every man will feel his heart 
glow with native fire, with a ſpur of reputa- 


tion and glory, that will aſpire after the 


means of doing ſubſtantial ſervice to his King 
and country, and defeating the projects and 
inſolence of a haughty foe : every individual 
ſhould be fired with an honeſt ambition, ſeize 
the opportunity of proving his zeal and fide- 
lity in the public cauſe,” and haſten to ate 
the field with thoſe brave fellows and country- 
men who are already oppoling the enemy by 
ſea and land, with manly fortitude and 
bravery, and who will not fail to- return 
home, crowned with honour and well earned 


laurels. 


Muſt it not raiſe our indignation to reflect, 
that many among us with all the benefits of 
fortune, of proſperous trade, and flattering 
proſpects of opulence from induſtry, are not 
aſhamed to contravene every fair ſtatement 


of our affairs—but with all the cunning and 


perverſeneſs of men, who regard not the ſe- 
curity of property, nor the comfort and tran- 
quillity of their families, go about to miſre- 
reſent and traduce the government under 
which they live and thrive abundantly.— 
Strange violation of all that is ſacred and 
obligatory in ſociety ! to behold ſubjects of 
a mild and generous Monarch abandoning 
themſelves wantonly to diſcontent, running 
into private cabals, and uniting in deſigns 
deſtructive to their own domeſtic happineſs, 
tending to perplex and diſturb the national 
a : councils, 
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councils, and to introduce a ſtem of Ha- 
terniging anarchy, turbulence and blood. 

Away w th ſuch evil diſpoſitions, jealouſies, 
auc ill will to our rulers! away with all af- 
tefted popularity and pretended patriotiſm ! 

let all unite in cordial affection and ſupport 

of the common cauſe, to turn away from our 
own peaceable homes thoſe diſaſtrous ſcenes of 
murder and pillage, which deſolate unhappy 
France—'tis only by unanimity and exertion 

of our ſtrength, that we ſhall be able to ar- 

reſt the progreſs of Gallic bloodhounds, com- 

= | pel them to give peace to the nations, and 
eſtabliſh the feveral intereſts of Europe on 

a permanent bafis. 

Before I proceed further, I muſt beg "Ra 
haſtily to trace the ſources from which the 
preſent” anarchy, ' atheiſm and infidelity 

|  Jprung throughout France. It is well krown 
that where religion and ſubordination ceaſe; 
anarchy and barbariſm ariſe. Long before 
the revolution, there were many odd opini- 
ons held in France, and being a whimſical, 
light people, *tis ſcarcely matter of wonder 
that from the looſe examples of many of the 
higher orders, they ſhould have fallen from 
religious attachment into an oppoſite ex- 
treme—we lament the degeneracy, but muſt 
alſo in ſome meaſure condemn the ſupineneſs 
of government, which took no pains to ſup. 
preis evil examples: the groſs corruptions of 

a numerous body of the clergy called aloud 
for reformation; and though the times of 
| C 2 burning 
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burning, -perſecuting and harraſſing men for 
freedom of opimon was paſt, yet were the 
fulminating powers of the papal chair fl 
ſupported by the civil power—taking theſe 
points into confideration, we may inter that 
next to the continuance of the chriſtian {yſ- 
tem, the reiormaticn of it from its numerous 
abuſes muſt have been the greateſt bleſſing to 
the nation, and which all good men wiſh 
had been regularly effected. But though be- 
gun by the Monarch with gracious intent, 
vet having been carried on with precipita- 
tion, and hurried not only without, but 
againſt the conſent of legal authority, the 
world beholds with horror the monſtrous abor- 
tion, attempted to be ſubſtituted in its place. 
The dithpation and immorality among ma- 
ny orders of the church, may have been the 
trop pretences of the firſt movers of the 
revolution but what do we now ſee? bar. 
bariſm foiſted on the wreck of chriſtianity: 
the ſpoils of the altar, the property of tlie 
church are become the ſozet.bai?, that tempts 
not only moſt of the laity but many degene- 
rate clergymen, to ruſh into ãnfidelity; each 
hoping a ſhare in the general plunder, in 
proportion to his ſcorn of all religious deco- 

rum and probity. „ : 
However good, however necefary' the 0 ori- 
ginal revolution-principles were, the manner 
in which they were propagated could not, 
was not likely to reconcile them to a Monarch, 
whom after his acceptance of a limited con- 
ſtitution, 


ſtitution, which offered happineſs to the 
nation, the reformers of the new [/chool treat- 
ed with the utmoſt inſolence—they would not 
allow his original juriſdiction and authority ; 
and did not attempt ſo much to lead as to 
drive. him into all their furious meaſures, 

No legal eſtabliſhment could long be Pleaſ- 
ing to thoſe who ſought to ſet the world in a 
flame; ſucceſſive feformers who longed to 
riot on the lands and ornaments of the Auch 
were afraid that ſufficient would not be left 
to fill their ſaerilegious ſtomachs, and com- 
ing in rotation; red hot into conſequence, each 
in turn haſtened to blow up the coals, and to 
proclaim among the deluded people that all 
religious reſtraints or reſtrictions were unlaw- 
ful, papal and diabolical. Thus the turbu- 
lent and diſcontented among the vulgar be- 
came the tools of factious conventioniſts, who 
graſped at office and authority, by a furious 
and inſolent uſurpation overturned all order, 
and at length confirmed and enlarged their 
own Powers beyond any control of the peo- 

Thus they got rid of a mild and bene- 
Rcent Monarch, who was a lover and pro- 
moter of the hierarchy ; ; but who proved 
himſelf ever ready (none will dare deny it) 
to co-operate with his People in correct 
youled of church and ſtate. 

It is certainly ' worthy. of ſerious remark, 
to all who are ſincerely attached to the 
chriſtian diſpenſation, that in France, as in 
Iren in der days of convulſion and diſ- 


cord, 
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cord, with the monarchy, the church alſo is 
funk and ruined for the 'moment, and the 
miniſters of her altars ſcattered abroad. In 
either country a furious fanaticiſm, and deep 
hypocriſy was employed, alternately to flat. 
ter, cajole and threaten, an unthinking, peo- 
ple into blind acquieſcence under the moſt 
ſanguinary mandates of arbitrary rule: the 
moſt virtuous in either nation were proſcrib- 
ed, purſued and exterminated, with mock 
forms of juſtice—plots and conſpiracies con- 
jured up, to implicate and overwhelm the 
peaceable and well diſpoſed, and to irritate 
and inflame the maſs of the people to blood- 
ſhedding and cruelties, by jealouſies and ſuſ- 
picion, as if deſpotiſm with additional op- 
preſſions was to be introduced, and the papal 
power with its odious OI raiſed: even 
beyond its former grandeur and influence. 
Theſe are the malignant inſinuations and 
goblin conjectures, by which the people were 
miſled, and. became the 'ready agents and 
ſlaves to the vileſt tyranny and enthuſiaſm. 
In the caſe of England, death at laſt pulled 
off the maſk; . the world ſaw the hypo+ 
criſy and deluſion, the haughtineſs and mur. 
derous oppreſſion that lurked under it; and 
found nſtead of a generous protector and re- 
preſentative of heaven, they had got only 
an exterminating tyrant, the factor of de- 
ſtruction. r CGE, IN EE | 

In France a haſtily chuſen, 

15 by a crafty and 8 faction, and 
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continued by their own coercive power, thun 
der out their big 


ophic analſtemas againſt all 
who will not wade with them through blood 
and deſolation—they make and unmake de- 
crees at the whim of party they appoint and 
depoſe miniſters and generals from day to 
day without allowing them a hearing in their 
own defence the rampant guillotine with fury 
not inferior to the deteſted inquiſition, travels 
with monſtrous and deſtructive ſtride from 
province to province, and the beſt blood of 
the nation ſtreams at the will, caprice or pri- 
vate reſentment of revolutionary judges. 
Nay, to ſuch an unhappy pitch are things 
carried, that becauſe the prieſts of God's holy 
temple refuſed to ſubſcribe to every ſpecies 
of innovation, to immolate conſcience at the 
ſhrine of modern philoſophy, the whole 
frame of the chriſtian diſpenſation has been 
voted a weighty and uſeleſs burden, the 
public ſervice of the altar reviled, ridiculed, 
aboliſhed, and the ſanctuaries of the Moſt © 
high profaned by new-fangled adorations, or 
occupied by money changers and plun- 
derers. „ 

One thing more I muſt mention in which 
the parallel holds ſtrong—in the time of the 
_ unhappy Charles, the godly covenanted bre- 
thren, who (ſanctified ſouls) wiſhed. not the 
death of their King, or deſtruction of Mo- 
narchy, met in general aſſembly in Scotland, 
while they profeſſed all due obedience to and 
ſupport of the parliamentary operations, they 
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took care to exert a co-ordinate kind of 


wer with the parliament, and-not only in 
a dictatorial manner gave them adviee and 


directions how to proceed, but made coun- 


teracis to what they thought againſt their in- 


clinations and intereſt : they made a ſport of 
the ſufferings of the King, and were every 
day obtruding new and inſolent conditions on 


him, and at the end deſerted and fold him 


for a ſtipulated price—they proceeded ſo far 


in their thirſt of power, as to reſolve among 
themſelves, „that nothing might be done in 
parliament without conſent of the general 
aſſembly.” Look now to France and trace 


the progreſſive tyranny of Jacobin ſocieties. 


The heart ſickens at the ſpectacle of hor- 


rors perperated by the agents and emiſſaries 
of confederated clubs throughout France. The 


members of theſe political bodies did not fail 


to profeſs the utmoſt regard to humanity and 


juſtice—but mark the ſequel—armed with 
power by a credulous people, they aſſumed 


an authority co-equal with the repreſentative 


body—whoever dared to controvert their 


uſurpation was proſecuted with the utmoſt 
animoſity—whoever refuſed to. pay homage 
to the jacobin cap (bonnet rouge) was purſu- 


ed with the moſt bloody and vindictive rage: 


goaded by ambition, they ceaſed not till they 


Rad contrived. the death of their King; even 


an amiable woman, the Queen, eſcaped not 


their ſnares. She alſo was brought to the 


ſcaffold, and met her fate with dignifled 


compoſure, 


E þ 


compoſure, while a ruffian crew not only ap- 
plauded the ſentence, but inſulted her laſt mo- 
ments with impious denunciations. Whetted 
by applauſe of the mob, they afterwards ruſhed 
upon the moſt deſperate Res members of 
convention themſelves trembled for their heads, 
ſhould they venture to oppoſe any decree, how- 
ever unjuſt and ſanguinary, if it came red hot 
from the Facobin Forge; the moſt deſerving, 
learned and experienced of the aſſembly have 
been exterminated by the Guillotine, and the 
. ferocious Jacobins ſtill lord it Over moderation 
humanity and juſtice. Tom. Paine binkelf 
with all his republican rage, has been Airj ped 
of his honors, and perhaps becauſe he wo 


not , wade as deep with them in blood as they ; 


directed, he is now likely to expiate with his 
life the injuries he has ſo boaſtingly offered to 
all legal governments; ; that he ' voted not- the. 
deavb of the King, is we ſuppoſe with them an 
indelible crime; and nothing we are confident 
will fave him, except ſome. degree of reſpect be 
paid to his character, as a citizen of America. 
Let us think with ourſelves, what deſolation 
muſt have overſpread' that part of the land, 
which hath felt the fury of ſuch miſcreants; 
what terror, diſtreſs and blood, muſt have fol- 
lowed the march of the Cuilloline, involving in 
one general maſſacre, the aged and the young; 
women as well as men, without diſtinction of 
character, without trial, or the ceremony. of 
juſtice, where only ſuſpocted of moderation or 


loyalty. 


3 
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Such is the happineſs of boaſted republica- 
niſm ; ſuck the comforts of 4 government 
ounded in terror and anarchy. Such will Ever 
be the terrors and deſolation of civil war, ever 
more fierce and deſtructive when carried on by 
fellow citizens againſt each other, thin when 
directed againlt à — 
I could wiſh to throw a veil ber the pro- 
ceedings of matly among vurſelves—butt as they 
were not aſhamed to boaſt a brotherhood 4 122 
ment, with the moſt furious of thoſe 1. Have 
been deſcribing, they cannot be ſurpriſed at any 
verity of reprehenfion, conſcious as they ate, 
f having merited the reſentmerit kd indignation 
of every honeſt man; for though in matters of | 
political diſquiſition, an union of judgment ar 
opinion, even where the public good is Concern. 
$2 87 4 L434 dt > Sol +? FEE ei 
ed, is a thing to be wiſhed, rather than ex- 
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pected; yet we know, wiſe and good men may 


differ on ſpeculative ſubjects without prejudice 
to themfelves, to each other or to the public. 
But the boifterous clamours of modern faction 
roſe beyond all bearing their refiſtance to law, 
their contempt of every thing conſtitutional, 
evinced a determined plan, to puſh an unthink- 
ing people into extremes, to oyerturn public 
peace and order, and as we have grounds to 
Fippoſe, by the aid of an invading foe to plunge 


Bos C1 FF - 1 Jak 2386 s , we la}. T” + 3 2. 5 — 4 
us into the miſeries of rapine, wars and mur- 


8 
der. gout TO ON B45 
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government, their views have been ers 


their ſchemes of turbulence diſappointed, an 
_ > their 
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their numbers dwindled away the factious few 
who yet meet in, midnight counſel, are by all 


moderate, peace-loving, thinking men, diſcarded, 


diſcountenanced, and left to bite upon the bri- 
ale. Things are now brought into a better 
temper, the people behold their error they ſee 
the deception practiſed on them by the ring- 
leaders and mayers of ſedition, who incited them 
to outrage and riot, only to their utter ruin 


It is now to be hoped that all parties will 7 


aſide animoſities, to advance the public g 
jointly—nay we truſt the few remaining zealots 
after reform (a word whoſe meaning, I ipeak 
from knowledge, they are not. yet agreed in 
among themſelves) will come to themſelves 
again, grow tired with ſwimming againſt the 
ſtream, ſpare us the horrors of anarchy and 
bloodſhed, and embrace the conſtitution as the 
great pillar of national ſtrength and proſperity. 
To return more immediately to our own fi- 
tuation in the war, I will fay to the calumnies 
of thoſe who call it a war of kings —let any 
man read diſpaſſionately the declarations of his 
majeſty, in the face of Europe, relative to French 
affairs, and he muſt be convinced of the mo- 
derate, fair, and ppright intentions of the Britiſh 
councils. If the daring inſolence of the uſurped 
authorities in France, had not forced the mi- 
niſtry to come to extremities, they had never 


done it: they held out all the helps and op- 


portunities that could with national honor be 
ſubſcribed to, for the French to extricate them- 


ſelves from their prefent tyranny, and in order 
to 


5 28 ] 


to put an end effectually to the unhappy 1 war, 
they offered the guarantee of Great Britain, for 
the eftabliſhment of a limited monarchy, and 
free conſtitution, for the conſervations of the 
lives of thouſands and the reſtoration of a laſting | 
friendſhip among the - neighbouring nations. 
Minifters have been always, and are {till ready, 
upon the diſcovery of the, leaſt ſincerity on the 
part of the. French, to give their aſſent to all 
pacifick diſpoſitions, for the re-eſtabliſhment of 
a ſolid and durable peace, on the great baſis of a 
government, ſanctioned by the full, pure, and 
imple conſent of the people; not ſtained by 
murders nor tainted by plots or mutual denunci- 


| ations. 


It depended on the French, inſtead of ruſh- 
ing into Holland with hoſtile aggreſſion, and 
inſulting the mediation and friendly counſels of 
Great Britain, to have cultivated the bleſſings 
of peace with their neighbours, by acceding 
to a conſtitutional ſyſtem of free government, 
applauded by Europe, and from which they 
would have drawn more ſolid advantages, than 
can ever be derived from a wild mobocracy, 
erected on the wreck of order and ſubordinati- 
on, and rioting daily in blood. To thoſe who 
are eternally boring us with their wiſhes for 
peace, and driving adminiſtration at every riſk, 
even of national diſhonour, to get out of the 
war, becauſe it cannot fail of being ruinous and 
unfortunate to all parties; I will tell ſuch croat- 
ers, that his majeſty and his miniſters, filled 
with thoſe true ſentiments on the nation's real 
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intereſts and dignity,” which ought ever to guide 
the ſervants of the crown, have taken the neceſ- 
ſary meaſures to extinguiſh the flames of diſcord 
and- war, and give peace and tranquility to the 
nations, when the French uſurpers'. ſhall 
offer due reparation for the infults offered to 
the Britiſh honor, and equivalent' damages for 


the loſſes ſuſtained by their piratical depredati- 


ons. Diſaffection, we fee, is alert to propa- 
gate ill news; and the few checks a part of the 
combined armies have received, while arranging 
themſelves into winter cantonments, are daily 
magnified by domeſtick enemies into ruinous 
defeats, We have all heard with grief, the eva- 
cuation of Toulon; but what is e language of 
the conventioniſts on that buſineſs they have 
ſtrong reaſons to lament, © that one of the firſt 
« ſea ports in France, the fineſt arſenal,” a nu- 
% merous fleet with an incredible quantity of 
« naval ftores of all kinds, are deſtroyed and 
« loſt to them for ever; the conduct of the 
Britiſh commanders in this affair, far from cen- 
ſurable, is highly praiſeworthy—as there appear- 
ed no effeQual diſpoſition in the French of the 
ſouth, to avail themſelves of Britiſh moderation ; 
as there were no means of 'bringing over an 
infatuated people to Juſt and equitable ſenti- 
ments of our ſovereign's kindly interference; 
and as the French have ever made it a rule to 
damage the fineſt cities, when they have 
been hardly preſſed elſewhere ; it became a ne- 
ceſſary duty in Lord Hood, to withdraw the 
Britiſh army and navy, with the captured ſhips 
: and 


Len 


and immenſe ſtores belonging to the port, after 
roviding for the ſecurity of the royaliſts on 
Doard, as far as circumſtances would allow—the 
ſhips of war brought off, the diverſions made 


in that quarter, where the enemy are confeſſedly 


reduced to great ftreights for proviſions, (and 
Toulon will afford them no relief,) will not fail 
ta give new activity to our operations, either 
by cruthing the enemy in other remote quar- 
ters, or compelling them by diſtreſs and famine 
to ſue for a reaſonable peace; thus, far from 
thinking the evacuation of Toulon, a material 
diſcomfiture, I look upon it in quite a different 
light—and though theſe little ſucceſſes may fur- 


ther blind a furious faction, and puff them up 


with empty pretenſions; though they may be 
reſolved to prefer the total ruin of their country, 
to it's preſervation ; though they oppoſe ſen- 
timents of hatred and anarchy, to thoſe of prof: 
fered tranquility and legal government, in a 


word, though they chuſe rather to ſee the flames 


of war blaze in full fury, than to cement 
friendſhip or reſtore tranquility to ſurroundin 

nations, and pacify the European world; yet 
will his majeſty and his miniſters, continue in 
the ſame ſentiments of preferring peace to war. 
I again repeat it, every faithful ſubhject muſt 
applaud the carneſtneſs of our government to 


open a channel of peace and accommodation, 


but there is no ſure method to compel eventu- 
ally a fafe and permanent peace ot by keeping 
a ſufficient force hoth for defenſive. and offen- 
fire operations... Have not the hordes of favag 
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French threatened, an Drwafion of our country, 
to ſpread ruin and defolation throughout out 
vitics, lay waſte our fields, violate-the chaſtity 
of our wives and daughters, afid deſtroy the 
puticy and comforts of domeftick* life? and 
Which is che man then that will refuſe his ap= 
probation and ſupport to a warfare, under- 
taken only for the prevention of ſuch difaſtrous 
It will readily de granted that we ought to 
be prepared with, vigoue eren ir, u 
Well asto be ready to propoſe of receive reaſons 
able methods of accommodation, To do the 
fit, without a Gifpoſition Menn 25" the latter, 
T ackhowledge would: hive been unfpiſtifiable; 
* do the latter without the firſt, ad been weak 
neſs and folty, and culd proceed from nothi 
but a total ignorance of the phaineft rules 
1 conduct, by which it has been long 
ſince eſtabliſhed, is a certain maxim, that the 
beſt way to prace, upon fach occaſions, is with 
the Faso unſheathed; becauſe a ruffian power 
that can fuffer irfelf to invade or atfempt the 
Hts and polſelſions dr others, vi. laugh A 
proffers of accommodation, when'they fee them 
_ unaccompanied with fuch exertions, as prove a 
refohition to defend thoſe rights ahd pöffefftons 
y the whole national. force, if feaſon and 
peaceable declaration catinot prevail, 
One can Karte Hſten with patience to the 
ravings of thoſe, Who while they paint our 
'expences, with evident exaggeration, infinuate 
ſulpicions of dur of ally, che Dutch; we all 
OR... F know, 
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know, the united provinces, from the frame of 
their conſtitution, begetting delays and prolong- 
ing debates, are ſomewhat tardy in exertion; 
but this has not ariſen from any want of the 
ſenſe of their dangers, and the neceſſity of the 
moſt vigorous meaſures in the next campaign; 
like the rouzed lion of old England, after di 
comfiture or check, they now ſhew a warmth 
and vigour worthy * the occaſion ; they have 
agreed unanimouſly upon ſuch augmentation of 
their navy and armies, as will make them by 


next ſpring formidable to the common foe, grown 
inſolent from momentary ſucceſſes. Beſides the 


expences relating to theſe augmentations, they 
have been at a great charge in providing maga- 
zines and ſupplies for the combined troops, and 


are putting the frontier places into a good pol- 
ture of defence. 


Whoever reads the late attains and repre- 


ſentations of the Aalen general, will ſee with how 


deep a concern, and in how pathetical a manner, 


they ſpeak of the calamities which threatened 
themſelves and the eſtabliſhed governments of 
Europe; declaring that anarchy and ruin muſt 
follow if all the provinces. do not, in a caſe of 
ſuch neceſſity, conſent to act the part of men 
in a vigorous defence of the general cauſe, and 


ſtrenuouſly concur in what is indiſpenſibly eſſen- 


tial to the common ſafety and preſervation, and 


without which. the welfare, liberty and religion 


of the republic will be put to the venture; theſe 
and the many other unremitting diſpoſitions, 


which are making N. our * to carry on the 
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war with redoubled Rrength in the next cam. 
paign, . amount to a certainty, that there will be 
no defection or dereliction of the combined 
intereſts, and that the other powers will more 
than keep pace with us, in the largeneſs of « ths 
pence and preparation. "AT 

But the internal enemies of good ieee 8 
boaſtingly aſk what has been done by bur 
armies and fleets, for all our expence ? I will 
anſwer, the regicides of France have been com- 
pelled to relinquiſh many airy ſchemes, and to 
repeal many chimerical decrees ; they have been 
diſappointed intheirintended invaſion of Holland; 
in the courſe of the campaign, they have been 
expelled out of the Netherlands, and not only 
confined: within their own territory, but depriv- 
ed by the courage of the combined armies of 
many important fortreſſes; ; Y, alencienes, 5 Conde, i 
&c. have fallen and will be retained. 1 

As for our fleets, the deſigns and views in 
ſending them out, were unexceptionably good; 
allowing that through the oppoſition of winds 
and weather, and through the preſent diſpoſitions 
of providence, ſucceſs has not attended the 
channel fleet nor favoured our intended defcent 
in ſupport of the Royaliſts, ſurely no immedi- 
ate misfortune has occurred ; we are {till ready, 
nay Acquiring new ſtrength for emergencies; ; 
no man in naval operations will argue from 
ſucceſs alone; they who know the uncertainty 
of ſeas, and winds and- weather, and have too 
much underſtanding to think the event the only 
criterion-- of judging about the wiſdom of any 

project, 
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project, will not fail to applaud what was Fr 
upon ſuch good grounds, and with views ſo 
much for the honor and ſafety of the country; 
the channel fleet has ſcoured the coaſts of France 
and protected our numerous fleets of merchant- 
men from the depredations of deſperate cruiſers; 
and not only our own extenſive trade, and the 
veſſels of our allies, with their rich cargoes and 
ſtores of money have been protected and reſ- 
cued, but the commerce-of the enemy has been 
annihilated i in moſt parts. 

As for the intended project of invading ſome 
part of theſe kingdoms, we are now, God be 
thanked, too well prepared to have a fear on that 
head. But ſtill we muſt not lay aſide caution: 

No man will deny the fortunate effects of 
the intended expedition under the Earl of Moira; 
though the iſſue of the diverſion intended in fa- 
vour of. the Royaliſts, by that diſtinguiſhed offi- 
cer, (our noble countryman) has not been favour- 
able, as was wiſhed, yet the conſequences: have 
been very material to the intereſts and ſecurity of 
the allies ; the large detachments from Jourdain's 
army, and of his beſt troops, to cover the ſea 
coaſt from Cherbourg to St. Maloes, have ſtop- 
ped the execution of his deſigns againſt Flanders, 
and diſconcerted his plans of a winter campaign. 
Though numerous the hordes which he com- 
mands, the operations of his troops are now 
confined by the vigilance of our gallant York, 
and the energy of the Auſtrian generals, to de- 
ſolating the — country in front of the 
advanced 
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advanced ports of the allies; and carrying off 
their little ſtore from the poor villagers. 

We may reaſonably conclude, from the vaſt 
ſuperiority of forces, which the French compel 
to the field, that Jourdain had projected ſome 
grand enterprize againſt our, brave troops to 
diſturb and harraſs them in their winter canton- 
ments. There is. poſitive information, that, 
before the orders from the convention arrived to 
detach ſuch a body of men into Britanny ; the 
general counted ſo much on his numbers, and 
on the ſucceſs of the meaſures he had taken to 
.overwhelm the advanced army, and ſeize ſome 
of our pricipal magazines, that he had wound 
the men up to the higheſt pitch of enthuſiaſm 
and ardour, by the promiſe of pillage and pre- 
viſions; he had even fixed the day which was to 
procure them plenty of all neceſſaries for the 
winter, at the coſt of the allies; if he ſucceed- 
ed in ſuch an attack, the unfortunate Flanders 
would doubtleſs have been irrecoverably ruin- 
ed; but providence thought proper to ſet bounds 
to his exceſſes, to humble his flattering hopes 
by the terror of our armies in another quarter, 
and the ferocious Jourdain is obliged to think 
more of defending himſelf, than of forming 
any offenſive enterpriſes. He had boaſted of 
finding reſources and refitting his troops in the 
dominions of the allies through the winter; he 
had promiſed to ſtiek at nothing for obtaining 
a ſure footing by projected conqueſts, living at 
diſcretion on the inhabitants of Flanders, and 


_ ſupplying his numerous armies out of the enter 
5 O 
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of a country, already exhauſted by former in- 
tolerable exactions and ſavage treatment, Thus 


we find the whole attention of the French ge- 
neral was bent upon the object of turning his 
Forces, and carrying all before him in that 
quarter, to relieve the wants of his troops. Is 


not this a ſtrong confeſſion of their diſtreſſes; 
an avowal that they have no means of procur- 
ing ſubſiſtence but by violence ; no bread but 
what they can acquire by contributions and 
force? 

How then have all theſe projects of incur- 
fon, theſe promiſes of ſuccels been diſappoint- 


ed? I will anſwer, by the mcaſures purſued in 


the Britiſh councils, by our armaments on the 
coaſts of the channel; for, Whatever appear- 
ances have ſhewn themſelves 1n the French 
ports to diſturb us by thoſe mighty preparations, 


which ſuch a turbulent enemy may pretend ſhe 


is making to invade one of theſe iſlands, we 


may be aſſured that her affright and terrors of 


a viſit from us is very ſerious and general, from 
Calais to Breſt. 
The reputation and character of the general, 


who commands the troops for the expedition, 
is evidently acknowledged by the haſte and ea- 
gerneſs with which the convention ordered 
numerous detachments of their beſt troops from 


Jourdain's army, and thus, that arch-felon, de- 
ſtined and appointed to execute the moſt barba- 
rous inſtructions upon Brabant, ſuch as threat- 


ened the moſt diſmal conſequences to the Britiſh 
allies, has ſenſibly experienced the overthrow 


of 
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of his murderous ſchemes, - Surely all this ſuf- 
ficiently confirms the wiſdom of thoſe mea- 
ſures, which provided - a force- able to ſpread 
conſternation along the enemy s coaſts, and 
gives us the ſatisfaction to ſhew all Europe, 
that the French are in no wiſe equal to our 
vigorous ſtrength by ſea, that they will ſoon feel 
the fatal eſſects of aggreflion, and in ſpite of 
their enterpriſing and implacable ferocity, muſt 
yield to the numerous calamities, which the en- 
ſuing campaign will bring upon them: for the 
over-ruling hand of providence, cannot fail to 
render abortive the ſchemes of a nation, big with 
the deſtruction of their peaceable neighbours, 
and to turn their yain boaſtings = their own 
heads. | 
But though confiding in the vigilance and 
activity of the illuſtrious Moira, and the bravery 
of his troops, we may not oniy laugh at their 
threats of invaſion, as a matter of gaſconade, 
but be confident of effectual ſervice, perhaps on 
their own coaſts, as ſoon as the ſeaſon will per- 
mit a deſcent, yet. it is prudent to be guarded 
for every poſſible event by numerous arma- 
ments; and here will aſk the political niggard— 
are expences to be regarded for the maintenance 
of ſtrong fleets and armies, when ſet againſt 
the evils, diſorders, and diſtreſſes, which an 
attack of that ſort muſt occaſion, even ſuppoſ- 
ing it repulſed from our doors ?—but alas ! who 
can calculate the utter ruin and deſtruction that 
muſt enſue, were ſuch a meaſure to ſucceed? 
by the vigour. of preparation, all ſuch deſtruc- 
tive 


our intereſts in that part of 
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tive deſigns to diſturb us at home, with all their 
ill conſequences to trade and property have been 


. prevented in every inſtance, and after all their 
boaſted ſtrength at Breſt, &c. our fleet has made 


them diſappear and ſhelter themſelves in their 
own ports. With reſpect to the ſquadrons 
detached to the Weſt Indies, I believe there is 
no one who has any concern in trade, but will 
think it highly neceſfary to have a ſtrong ſqua- 
dron and numerous garriſons in our ſeveral co- 
lonies, not only for preventing the fatal effects 
of miſplaced ideas of equality among our ne- 
groes, and ſecuring our commerce, which muſt 
otherwiſe be inevitably ruined by the depredati- 


ons and violences of the French but alſo for 


the purpoſes of conqueſt.— The advantages al- 
ready gained at St. Domingo and in other co- 
lonies, offer a happy preſage of what will be 
atchieved in thoſe parts; for there, I will aſſert, 
we ſhall reap thoſe advantages, which will 
amply reimburſe our expences is the war. 

As to the affairs of the Eaſt Indies, no man 
who is at all converſant in the politics of that 
country, can make any doubt but that all our 
broils with the native powers have originated 
in the intrigues and agency of the French ; 


by reducing their power in that quarter we 


get rid of a dangerous neighbour and rival; 
we put an additional t and bridle into the 
mouth of the reſtleſs Tippoo, and deprive him 
of the means of putting in execution the 
ichemes he may have been projeting againſt 


1 the world, 
[ N He 
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He is an enemy of irreconcilable nature and 
hoſtile complexion, whoſe depreſſion, with the 
overthrow of the French power, offers perma- 
nent ſecurity and peace to our territories and 
trade in thoſe parts. By the reduction of 
Pondicherry, we ſecure the bleſſings of proſperity 
and commerce to the remoteſt poſterity. 

I muſt here oppoſe, to timid: or intereſted 
croakers, who with to undervalue our conqueſts, 
a ſhort account of this important place. In 
1674, the French being driven from other poſ- 
ſeſlions by the Dutch, retired to-Pondicherry, 
and there made a foci: which flouriſhed + 
conſiderably, and by the ability and talents of 
the French company's agents, increaſed rapidly 
in trade. and in wealth; in 1689, it began to 


be fortified, and much againſt the will of the - - 


Dutch, who became, jealous of the flouriſhing 
condition of the ſettlement, it was put into a 
reſpectable poſture. of defence ;— but a new war 


having broke out between the Dutch and 


French, the former came before the place in 
1693, with nineteen. fail of ſhips, and landed 
an army of three thouſand men, with a nume- 
rous artillery—after a brave defence, the place 
was ſurrendered upon very honourable condi- 
tions—The Dutch being maſters thus of Pon- 
dicberry, loſt no time in encompaſſing it with 
new walls, they raiſed ſeven regular baſtions, 
and rendered it, at great coſt, one of the com- 
pleteſt fortreſſes in the Eaſt Indies. 
At the general peace in 1699, the place 
thus improved and ſtrengthened, was reſtored 
to 


greater plenty, or where they 
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to the French company, who received otders . 
from the government to put the place in the 
beſt condition poſſible againſt any future attacks; 
to effect this, a ſquadron was ſent from France, 
with a body of troops, ſeveral able engineers, 
a vaſt quantity of military ftores, and all things 
neceſſary for the ſecurity of Pondicherry againft 
an enemy. Thus by progrefiive good manage- 
ment, in 1710, it was become one of the moſt 
conſiderable places in the Indies, poſſeſſed by 
the Europeans. It ſuffered afterwards by ne- 
glea and miſmanagement of the company; 
however at the breaking out of the war in 
1756, it was again in a flouriſhing condition. 
The country round Pondicherry is extremely 
well cultivated, and produces rice in abundance, 
ſo that there is hardly a place in the Indies of 
have fleſh, fiſh - 
and fowl, on more reaſonable terms. Thero 
cannot be a place better ſituated for trade than 
Pondicherry, lying in the midſt of the European 
ſettlements, and having all the bay of Bengal 
open before it. have great quantities 
of ſilk, raw and manufactured, with perfumes; 
ſpices and diamonds ; being but a ſmall diftance 
from ſome of the fineſt mines of that country; 
In 1761, after being inveſted by the Britiſh 


forces for a conſiderable time under. Sir Eyre 


Coote, and making a vigorous reſiſtance until 
the 16th of January, the garriſon ſurrendered 
to that gallant officer. At the beginning, of 
the ſiege, the town had fix elegant gates, 
eleven fine baſtions' for the defence of the 

| walls, 
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walls, 2 regular citadel well fortified, upwards 
of four hundred pieces of cannon placed on 
the walls, beſides a large train of artillery, mor- 
tars, bombs and other military ſtores in the 
arſenal. After the reduction of the place, the 
fortifications were demoliſhed, in retaliation of 
the conduct of the French, in the inſtance of 
Fort St. David's. Being given up again at the 
peace, the French continued to. expend con- 
ſiderable ſums, to raiſe new fortifications round 
the place, but it was not rendered ſo ſtrong as 
before, when our brave troops, under Colonel 
Braithwait, reduced it lately to his majeſty's 
dominion, with all the ſurrounding territory. 

From this ſhort account, we may venture 
to pronounce the acquiſition of Pondicherry, as 
a matter of the utmoſt conſequence; and as 
it is now fallen into the poſſeſſion of a com- 

Y at once enterpriſing and. proſperous, we 
truſt the French will never again be ſuffered 
to hold ſo valuable a ſettlement. 

Let us now look to ourſelves as Iriſomen, and 
ſee how ſtands our own account in this _ 
cal review. I believe every one will allow, that 
ſecure under the Britiſh flag, our trading veſſels 
have almoſt to a ſhip, gone and returned from 
all quarters ſafe and proſperous ; though we felt 
a temporary ſtagnation of trade, and decay of 
credit, yet are our products now riſing in de- 
mand, our manufactures getting into freſh chan- 
nels, and all the commodities of our country 
find a quick and ready market. To the exerti- 
ons of his majeſty's — in this country, 


We 
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we owe this happy change of circumſtances, 
thoſe effectual means to enrich the nation, 
ſtrengthen our reſources and extend our com- 
merce. 'To continue the application to. ourſelves, 
I will affirm, there is nothing can now+allay 


the progreſſive happineſs of Ireland's conſtitution, 
but the rage of innovation; bot zealots are 
dangerous in trying experiments, they know not 


where to ſtop. How narrowly we lately eſcaped 
aiſtraction at home, and perhaps invgſion from 


abroad, is ſufficiently known. We obſerve 


that the motions of the body when they are 
too violent and 'go beyond certain bounds, 
nerally prove fatal: So the fever, which pol 
ſeſſes the minds of our modern reformers, in- 
flames ſo much that they would rather puff, and 
ſwell and burſt, like the frog in the fable, than 
return to a cool and prudent regimen, or go- 
vern themſelves by thoſe chriſtian principles, 
which point to the general quiet and welfare 
of the ſtate. 

Wie muſt indeed confeſs, that God's judg- 
ments upon the nations have been the /oreft in 
their. kind, for ſome time back; they are like 
that, concerning which the prophet appeals to 
the old men, and to all the inhabitants of the 


land, whether there ever had been the like in 
their days or in the days of their fathers. Never 


was there a greater ſcourge to this nation, than 


the oppreflive protectorate; but it ſeems as if 
1 God were heating the furnace ſeven times hotter, 
to puniſh the enormities. of a neighbouring 


| ___ the mon to ourſelves, for the 


preſent 
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preſent, 1s grievous, and perhaps we are under.. : 
it, as Fob was, full of confuſion; for as we 
have been, KKe Iſrael of old, favoured with 
many privileges and advantages above other 
nations, ſo our abuſe of them, our diſſatisfaction 
and heart-burnings expoſe us to ſevere judg- 
ments; for the more rich and valuable a peo- 


ple's privileges are, the more provoking their 1 


diſcontents, and conſequently the heavier are 
their puniſhments. ; 
But we muſt not be caſt down by croſſes 2 
or diſappointment, like men without hope : let 
us ariſe in our country's cauſe, and go forth 
with fortitude, and ſoon ſhall the affitions of 
a ſeaſon be turned into joy and gladneſ* and 
chearful feaſts ; let us hold in remembrance, 
that as in the © proſperity and peace of cur 
country we have comfort and peace, ſo in the 
trouble thereof we have trouble and muſt feel 
it.” Thoſe are unworthy the honour of Zion“ 8 
ſons, that think not themſelves concerned in 
Zion's ſorrows. If the anger of the Lord is 
kindled againſt us, becauſe of our fretful, diſ- 
contented ſpirit, quarrelling with his providence, 
diminiſhing every . good. and doubling every 
little croſs ; let us join, (for the day is near) 
with our gracious ſovereign, in ſpirit and in 
truth, in humiliation, faſting and prayer to the 
Moſt High, who. humbleth and chaſteneth* us in 
love, as a man chaſteneth his ſon. Let us renew 
our repentance; far the fins which have pro- 
voked his judgment; let us ſhew forth a pa- 
tient ſubmiſſion to the will of heaven, and 
enter 

; 
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enter into firm reſolutions of better obedi- 
ence to the laws under which we live. If 


we do thus, and ffrive together manfully, 
we ſhall fear no evil, but ſhall be ſo for- 


tified, that if the enemy were to come on like a 
flood, the Lord will be with us in the day of 


battle; his fpirit will liſt up a flandard againſt 
them and ſmite them to the earth; be will in ſca- 


fon ſet the point of the ſword againjt all their 


gates, that their hearts may faint and their ruins 


be multiplied. 

It cannot be amiſs here to keep in mind 
the words of our glorious deliverer, ting 
William, in his laſt ſpeech to his people, which 


. deſerve to be written in letters of gold: © ] 


ſhould think it, faid he, as great a bleſſing 
as could befal the country, if I could obſerve 
vou as much inclined to lay aſide thoſe un- 
happy, fatal animoſities which divide and 
weaken you, as I am diſpoſed to make all my 
ſubjects ſafe and eaſy, as to any (even the high- 
eſt) offences committed againſt me. Let me 
conjure you to diſappoint the hopes of your 
enemies by your unanimity ; lay afide parties 
and diviſions, let there be no diſtinctions among 
the people of the ſame ccuntry, Py 

We are all of one blood, inhabit the ſame 
earth, breathe the ſame air, are lighted by the 
ſame ſun, depend on the ſame providence, and 
are all ſheep of the ſame paſture : what therefore 
God hath thus joined together, let neither 
folly nor malice, men nor devils put aſunder. 


To 
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To conclude, for I fear I have treſpaſſed on 
the reader, while diſaffected and ſeditious men 
are alarming weak and credulous minds, with 
recitals of defeats, diſgrace and incapacity, in the 
field and in the cabinet. I have felt it my du- 
ty, as a faithful ſubject, to undeceive the pub- 
lic, by fair and juſt ſtatements of our mi 
operations. That the happy beginnings of con- 
queſt in the Eaft Indies, and in the weſt, muſt 
terminate in the total defeat of the French, we 
may reaſonably truſt. The ſucceſs of our arms 
at Pondicherry will open the eyes of all who 
are not reſolved to be blind, to the merits of 
our premier, and every packet from abroad will 
give cauſe more and more to reverence and 
eſteem that great and good miniſter, - whom pro- 
vidence has raiſed up for the ſecurity and per- 
manency of our conſtitution ; his merit and 
abilities need no other teſtimony than the open 
and avowed hatred of our enemies to the name 
and character of Pitt, of whom their nefarious 
connection ſpeak with as ſtrong a ſpirit of ma- 
lice and rancour, as do NN foes | virtus and 

monarchy in this king 

I have uniformly — that u was 
ſhameful and unworthy of Iriſhmen to deſpond, 
or look gloomy for u partial check and tempo- 
rary diſcomfiture: but it is plain, more than com- 
mon pains were taken to ftighten us into - dif 
content, and to perplex our Public counſels. 
We are now ruſhing forward in all quarters to 
glory and conqueſt, and our arms will ſoon be, 
as uſual, the terror and admiration of the 
world. 
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world. -The fortunate events which are croud- 
ing upon. us, have already diſpelled the alarms 
of the people, rouſed the ancient Viſb valour, 
and point out the way to victory and reward ; 
and the nobleſt emulation appears through all 
ranks and conditions for the public ſervice. 
Heaven is pleaſed to confound the evil bo- 
dings of bad men, by crowning the meaſures 
of the miniſter with ſucceſs, and promoting the 
honour of the Britiſh arms in diſtant quarters ; 
and we may truſt, the war in Europe alſo will 
ſoon wear a pleaſing and favourable aſpect ; and 
victory follow victory, till oppoſition be van- 
quiſhed abroad and at home. _ 

Rouſed and ſtimulated by the love of my 
country, and highly rejoiced by the favourable 
accounts from both Indies, I could not refrain 
offering to the public my thoughts, which 
flow, from a mind unbiaſſed by place, and un- 
prejudiced by connexion; if they are worth 
peruſal at this june, che public are welcome 
to them. 

I have given way to the overflowing of an 
heart warmly intereſted in the glory and proſ- 
perity of my country and king, whom God 
long preſerve, the guardian f his people” $ 
rights and happy conftitutiqn. bcc 

I have to add, what is ſtrictly true, that 
| theſe. ſheets - were tranſmitted for publication, 
ſix weeks: ago, but by an unfortunate event 
were miſlaid, which . their Tres thus 
late. 
„ to, 4 .y 1 N 1 8. 
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